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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, IN 

SUGJ: SWARAN SINGH ON INDIAN FOREIGN POLICY 

SUMMARY: FOREIGN MINISTER SINGH CRITICISED US INDIAN 
OCEAN DEPLOYMENTS BUT STRESSED INDIAN DESIRE TO IMPROVE 
RELATIONS WITH THE US IN THE LEAD ARTICLE OF FEBRUARY 3, 

1974 "WEEKLY ROUND TABLE". (COPY POUCHED NEA/INS). 

THIS IS THE EIRST HIGH-LEVEL SURVEY OE INDIAN POLICY TO 
COME OUT SINCE THE BREZHNEV VISIT. IN ADDITION TO 
FAMILIAR GLOSS ON NON-ALIGNMENT, THE FOREIGN MINISTER 
WAEFLES ON ASIAN COLLECTIVE SECURITY, COMMENTS WARMLY ON 

CONSISTENT SOVIET SUPPORT, WANTS GOOD RELATIONS WITH CHINA, 
AND BELIEVES THERE IS NOW BETTER UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN 
INDIA AND IRAN. END SUMMARY. 
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1 . IN AN ARTICLE IN FORMER EOREIGN MINISTER DINESH SINGH'S 
WEEKLY "ROUND TABLE" (PROBABLY WRITTEN IN DECEMBER), 
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FOREIGN MINISTER SWARAN SINGH BISNDLY SURVEYS INDIAN 
EOREIGN POLICY WITHOUT EVER MENTIONING OIL OR INDIA'S 
EOREIGN ECONOMIC PROBLEMS. IN A PAYAGE ON THE INDIAN 
OCEAN ZONE OE PEACE, SINGH SAID "AS REGARDS THE PRESENCE 
OE THE US TASK EORCE IN THE INDIAN OCEAN, OUR VIEW IS 
QUITE CLEAR. WE HAVE TOLD THE AMERICANS THAT BRINGING 
IN OF NAVAL UNITS, INCLUDING AIRCRAFT CARRIERS, IN THIS 
REGION, WITHOUT ANY OSTENSIBLE OBJECTIVE, HAS CAUSED CON- 
CERN TO ALL LITTORAL COUNTRIES, INCLUDING INDIA, AND THAT 
THIS TYPE OE SHOW OF FORCE WILL NEVER BE RELISHED BY ANY 
COUNTRY IN THE REGION". SINGH ALSO CLAIMED THAT "TO KEEP 
AWAY OUTSIDE EORCES EROM THE INDIAN OCEAN, THE COUNTRIES 
IN THE REGION, INCLUDING INDIA, HAVE TO STRENGTHEN THEIR 
NAVIES". 

2. IN DIEEUSE COMMENTARY ON ASIAN COLLECTIVE SECURITY, 

SINGH RECALLED BREZHNEV'S ADDRESS TO THE INDIAN PARLIA- 
MENT, AGREED WITH THE OBJECTIVE OE RELAXING TENSION, BUT 
ADDED WE HAVE TO KEEP IN MIND THE POLITICAL COMPLEXITY IN 
THE CONTINENT. CONSISTENT WITH INDIA'S EMPHASIS ON THE 
ECONOMIC ANGLE, SINGH SAID "MORE INTENSIVE COOPERATION IN 
THE ECONOMIC EIELD, IN THE EIRST INSTANCE, WOULD HELP 

IN STRENGTHENING MUTUALITY OE INTEREST AMONG COUNTRIES OE 
THE REGION ". IT TOOK EUROPE 28 YEARS TO CONVENE A 
SECURITY CONFERENCE, BUT "WE SHOULD NOT BE AFRAID OF THESE 
IDEAS MERELY BECAUSE THEY COME EROM ONE COUNTRY OR ANOTHER. 
IN THIS PARTICULAR CASE THE IDEA COMES FROM THE LEADER 
OE A FRIENDLY COUNTRY, AND THEREEORE, WE SHOULD VIEW IT IN 
THE SPIRIT IN WHICH IT IS OEEERED ". 

3. SINGH EURTHER MAINTAINED "THE INDIAN PLEA TO TREAT 
THE INDIAN OCEAWAS A ZONE OF PEACE SHOULD BE STUDIED IN 
THE CONTEXT 

OE ASIAN SECURITY" ; (COMMENT) WE HEARD EROM 
THE SOVIETS HERE THAT THE INDIANS IN TALKING TO THE 
SOVIETS TEND TO POINT TO THE lOZP AS A EIRST STEP TOWARD 
ASIAN COLLECTIVE SECURITY, THAT THE SOVIETS DON'T SHARE 
THIS VIEW, AND THAT THEY MERELY ACKNOWLEDGE AN lOZP COULD 
BE A COMPONENT OE ASIAN SECURITY. SOPHISTRY PERHAPS, BUT 
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THERE SEEMS TO BE SOME DIEEERENCE IN APPROACH.) 

4. AS FOR THE US, SINGH SAID RELATIONS ARE NOW BETTER 

"AND WE WILL DO EVERYTHING IN OUR POWER TO NORMALISE AND 
STRENGTHEN THESE RELATIONS ON THE BASIS OE EQUALITY, 
RECIPROCITY, AND MUTUAL RESPECT. IN THE POST- 1 97 1 PERIOD, 

BUT INDIA AND THE USA HAVE MADE CONSCIOUS AND DELIBERATE 
EEEORTS TO ENSURE THAT OUR RELATIONS IMPROVE." SINGH RE- 
CALLED HIS TALKS WITH THE SECRETARY IN OCTOBER, THE 
SECRETARY'S COMMENTS ON INDIA IN SERC TESTIMONY IN 
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SEPTEMBER, THE RESOLUTION OF THE PL 480 QUESTION 'TO THE 
MUTUAL SATISEACTION OF THE TWO COUNTRIES", AND SAID "IT 
IS MY ASSESSMENT THAT INDO-US RELATIONS HAVE ENTERED A 
PHASE WHERE A CONSTRUCTIVE, COOPERATIVE, MATURE RELATION- 
SHIP CAN BE BUILT UP BEFORE THE TWO COUNTRIES 

5. WITH REGARD TO THE USSR, SINGH SAID "WE HAVE ALWAYS 
HAD THE SOVIET SUPPORT AT MOST CRITICAL MOMENTS ON VITAL 
POLITICAL ISSUES". HE NOTED A GROWING VOLUME OF TRADE 
AND CLAIMED THERE IS EXTENSIVE COOPERATION BETWEEN THE 
TWO COUNTRIES' PLANNING COMMISSIONS. 

6. AS EOR CHINA, "WHATEVER MAY BE OUR DIFFERENCES OR 
DISPUTES, THERE IS REASON TO BELIEVE THAT THE PEOPLES OF 
THE TWO COUNTRIES WISH TO BE ABLE TO LIVE IN PEACE AS 
GOOD NEIGHBORS. WE WANT GOOD RELATIONS WITH CHINA". 

NOTING THAT OTHER NEIGHBORING COUNTRIES HAD SETTLED BORDER 
PROBLEMS THROUGH PEACEFUL NEGOTIATIONS, SINGH SAID "THERE 

IS NO REASON WHY INDIA AND CHINA SHOULD NOT BE ABLE TO 
DO THE SAME. IT IS OUR EIRM BELIEF THAT INDIA AND CHINA 
CAN, AND MUST, NORMALISE THEIR RELATIONS ". "HOWEVER," HE 
ADDED, "IT IS NECESSARY THAT POSITIVE STEPS MUST BE TAKEN 
BY BOTH SIDES EOR THIS PURPOSE. " 

7. ON RELATIONS WITH IRAN, SINGH SAID THERE WAS NO 
CONFLICT IN FUNDAMENTAL INTERESTS AND RECENT EXCHANGES 
"HAVE LED TO A FAR BETTER UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN US AND 
HAVE REMOVED SOME MISGIVINGS WHICH MAY IN THE PAST HAVE 
ARISEN". HE BELIEVED THAT IN THE FUTURE THERE WOULD BE 

"A CLEARER APPRECIATION AND INCREASED CONEIDENCE RE- 
GARDING EACH OTHER'S POLICIES AND OBJECTIVES", THAT THERE 
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WAS CONSIDERABLE SCOPE EOR COLLABORATION IN OIL REFINERIES 
AND PETRO-CHEMICALS, AND THAT, ALTHOUGH IRAN'S RELATION- 
SHIP WITH PAKISTAN IS WELL KNOWN, IRAN APPRECIATES INDIA'S 
APPROACH TO THE SOLUTION OF SUBCONTINENT PROBLEMS. 
SCHNEIDER 
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